
HB 783 – Charging Youths as Adults in Criminal Proceedings 
  

Amends s. 985.557, F.S., removing several acts within the discretionary direct file and 
determining certain age groups (14, 15-16, 17) where a discretionary direct file can 
apply for certain crime. It also amends s. 985.56, F.S., removing those under 14 from 
indicting a juvenile. This act would go into effect on July 1st, 2015, impacting those 
committing their offenses after this date. 
 
In FY 13-14, 17 offenders under 14 years of age at the time of their offense were 
admitted to prison.  
 
Given the existence of the discretionary involuntary waiver allowing the state attorney to 
file a motion requesting the court to transfer a child for criminal prosecution (14 or 
older), and without data on how many juveniles are sentenced to prison through each 
channel (direct file/indictment/waiver), it is not possible to determine the impact that this 
bill as a whole would have on prison beds.  

 
See Handout for a subset of the effect of removing offenders under 14 from 
prison admissions. 
 
CONFERENCE ADOPTED ESTIMATE: Negative Indeterminate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Requested by: House 



a b c d e f g

FUNDS REQUIRED
Projected

 Additional
Projected Annual

Cumulative Prison Annual Annual TOTAL TOTAL
Fiscal Prison Beds Beds Operating Fixed Capital Annual Cumulative
Year Required Required Costs Outlay Costs Funds Funds

2015-2016 -9 -9 ($82,184) ($1,595,594) ($1,677,778) ($1,677,778)

2016-2017 -26 -17 ($328,230) ($884,940) ($1,213,170) ($2,890,948)

2017-2018 -40 -14 ($635,052) ($720,335) ($1,355,387) ($4,246,335)

2018-2019 -51 -11 ($898,352) ($474,439) ($1,372,791) ($5,619,126)

2019-2020 -58 -7 ($1,101,881) ($349,055) ($1,450,936) ($7,070,062)

Total -58 -58 ($3,045,699) ($4,024,363) ($7,070,062) ($7,070,062)

Prepared by Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research, March 7, 2015

 

FY 2006-07 capital costs per bed were based on Department of Corrections cost to build Suwanee CI ($94,000,000 for 2,003 lawful capacity beds) as reported at the 
Criminal Justice Impact Conference held February 23, 2010.  Capital costs in later years were increased by the change in the chained price index for state and local 
construction spending obtained from Global Insights, Inc.

Note:  This impact statement is not intended to represent the direct appropriations impact of this bill. Rather, it provides a stand-
alone estimate of the prison bed need of this particular bill.  Cost data are included to allow a comparison of the impact of this bill 
with other proposed legislation.  The actual appropriation associated with passage of this bill will differ depending on a number 
of factors including the existing inventory of prison beds. 

HB 783

Charging Youths as Adults in Criminal Proceedings
July 1, 2015 Effective Date

The Criminal Justice Estimating Conference met on 3/11/2015 and estimated the following net impact on the inmate population over the 
next five years: 

FY 2013-14 operating costs per inmate were obtained from DOC .  The $49.49 per diem ($18,064 annual cost)  is for all department facilities (excluding private 
institutions and approximately 150 beds in PRCs) and includes operations, health services, and education services.  It does not include debt service costs.  It also 
does not include indirect and administrative costs of $3.06 per inmate (state facilities).  Operating costs in future years were increased by the change in the CPI from 
the National Economic Estimating Conference. 


