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The Demographic Estimating Conference met on November 1, 2016 to adopt a new population forecast. The
data reflect final April 1, 2016 population and preliminary April 1, 2016 household estimates, in addition to
other recent demographic and economic‐related data. In the short‐term, the population projections were
revised up slightly.
Population growth in Florida continues to strengthen. Historically, Florida’s population growth has been
driven by net migration (more people permanently moving into the state than leaving). However, net
migration fell to record low levels during much of 2008 and into 2009, accounting for just 25.7% of population
growth during FY 2008‐09. During that time period, natural increase (births minus deaths) actually exceeded
net migration. Net migration includes both domestic and international migration, and it was primarily the
domestic migration component that led to the slowdown in population growth. The lower levels of net
migration were largely due to national economic conditions, including weakened housing markets and other
effects from the Great Recession that made it difficult for people in other states to relocate to Florida.
Reflecting migration’s return as a decisive factor, the expected net migration share of Florida’s FY 2016‐17
population growth is 89.6%.
Florida’s population is estimated to have grown by 333,471 (1.68%) between April 1, 2015 and April 1, 2016,
representing the greatest annual increase in population since 2006. Annual population change is expected to
remain above 315,000 net new residents per year for the next five years.
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2012
2013
2014
2015
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Population
19,074,434
19,259,543
19,507,369
19,815,183
20,148,654

Percent
Change
0.90%
0.97%
1.29%
1.58%
1.68%

Change
169,364
185,109
247,826
307,814
333,471

20,478,654
20,807,004
21,132,405
21,453,595
21,769,359

1.64%
1.60%
1.56%
1.52%
1.47%

330,000
328,350
325,401
321,190
315,764

Between April 1, 2016 and April 1, 2021, population growth is expected to average 324,141 net new residents
per year, representing a compound growth rate of 1.56% over this five‐year time horizon. These increases are
analogous to adding a city slightly smaller than Tampa every year.
Of note, the population estimates developed by the U.S. Census Bureau continue to be higher than the official
state estimates adopted by the Demographic Estimating Conference. As of July 1, 2015, this difference was
over 375,000 persons. The Legislative Office of Economic and Demographic Research is continuing to work to
further understand how the different methodologies contribute to the difference in the two sets of estimates.

